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Marais des Cygnes Wildlife
Area is along the pic-
turesque Marais des

Cygnes River about 60 miles south
of Kansas City. 

The 7,654-acre area was one of

the first areas purchased by
Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks. The broad floodplain with
mature hardwood forests and wet-
lands, provides unique scenic and
wildlife resources. The area has

natural and man-made wetlands,
upland and bottomland forests,
native prairie, croplands, and
streams.

Catchable size game fish are generally not abundant
within the marshes due to periodic dewatering for
wildlife management. However, Unit G produces good
catches of crappie and white bass in some years. The
river and some streams within the area provide excel-

lent fishing for catfish. Paddlefish snagging is allowed.
Bowfishing for rough fish can be excellent in shallow
water and at outlets during marsh drawdowns. Salvage
of fish during dewatering of marshes may be allowed by
posted notice.
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Units B and C-North are refuges and are closed to all
activities. Birds may be observed in these units from pub-
lic roadways, but entry into the units is prohibited.

Nontoxic shot is required for all shotgun hunting.
Hunters may not have lead shot in their possession.

Waterfowl hunters must obtain a free daily permit
available after 5 a.m. at the area headquarters prior to
hunting, and they must report harvest after the hunt.

Archery deer hunters must optain an access permit
that is valid for the season.

Boats may be used for hunting; hunters should check
posted regulations concerning use of motors.

Hunting from dikes, levees, or roads is prohibited.
Portable blinds and stands may be used, or blinds may be
built from natural herbaceous or woody debris present at
the blind site. Blinds and stands must be removed within
14 days of the close of the appropriate season. Pit blinds
are prohibited.

Motor vehicles are restricted to established, main-
tained roads and parking lots.

Trash barrels are not provided, and users must take
their trash out of the area. Please do not litter!
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Large concentrations of waterfowl and other wetland
birds at Marais des Cygnes provide exciting opportuni-
ties for birdwatching and photography. Over 300
species of birds have been documented on the wildlife
area. More than 100 species nest in the area's diverse
habitat.

This is one of the premier waterfowl hunting areas in
Kansas. In addition to duck and goose hunting, it also
provides excellent white-tailed deer, turkey, and squirrel

hunting. Snipe, rail, and woodcock hunting can be
good during the peak of migration.

Development of the wildlife area has been funded by
the sale of hunting licenses and federal taxes on sport-
ing firearms and ammunition. Beginning in 1987,
Ducks Unlimited has cost shared waterfowl habitat
enhancement programs. Income from the Kansas
Waterfowl Habitat Stamp, required of all waterfowl
hunters, is used for wetland habitat enhancement.

WILDL IFE

Marais des Cygnes Wildlife Area is open to hunting
during legal seasons. Fishing is allowed in marsh units
from April 15 through September 15; the river and
streams are open to fishing year-round. Although no

camping facilities are provided, primitive camping is
allowed at designated sites. The area provides good
opportunities for birdwatching, hiking, picnicking, and
photography.

RECREAT ION

Initial wetlands development began in the mid-1950s
and continues today. Water pumps along with canals
and water control structures, allows intensive manage-
ment of impounded wetlands. 

Water level manipulation is the primary wetland man-
agement tool at Marais des Cygnes Wildlife Area. Each
spring, selected marshes are dewatered. Some marshes
may be burned, disked, or mowed to stimulate desirable
plants or inhibit undesirable species. Units are flooded

in fall to provide habitat for migratory and wintering
wetland wildlife.

Some marshes are not dewatered. These marshes pro-
duce submerged aquatic vegetation sought by some
species of waterfowl. These marshes also harbor fish
and amphibians that provide food for wading birds, pel-
icans, cormorants, and grebes.

Crops are managed to provide food for upland wildlife
as well as for waterfowl that feed in fields.

Equal opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs
described herein is available to all individuals without regard to
race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation,
gender identity, political affiliation, and military or veteran status.
Complaints of discrimination should be sent to Office of the
Secretary, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 1020
S Kansas Ave., Topeka, KS 66612-1327. 05/11



L E G E N D

F
T.

 S
C

O
T

T,
K

S
 –

 2
9 

M
IL

E
S

O
V

E
R

L
A

N
D

 P
A

R
K

, K
S

 –
 5

0 
M

IL
E

S

BUTLER, MO – 19 MILES

NATIONAL WILDLIFE AREA
(closed to all activities)

E1250

E1200

V
E

R
N

O
N

 R
D

.

V
IN

C
E

N
T

 R
D

.

E1350

E1100

E1950

E1800

VA
IL

 R
D

E1700

E1650

E1550

T
R

E
G

O
 R

D
.

Q
U

E
E

N
S

 R
D

.
R

A
N

D
A

L
L

 R
D

.

S
N

ID
E

R
 R

D
.

UNIT F
EASTUNIT F

NORTH

UNIT F
SOUTH

UNIT E

UNIT G

UNIT C
SOUTH

UNIT C
NORTH

UNIT A
EAST

UNIT A
NORTH

UNIT B

MARAIS DES CYGNES
WILDLIFE AREA

PLEASANTON

Wildlife Area/Public Lands
Public Use

National Wildlife Refuge
Public Use Areas

Closed to all activities

Paved Road

Gravel Road

Seasonal Road

Railroad Tracks

Wildlife Area Office

National Wildlife Refuge Office

Camping Area, Primitive

Boat Ramp

Information Center

Access Point

TRADING
POST

BOICOURT

MIDDLE CR
E

E
K

 

N
O

RTH SUG
A

R CREEK 

BIG S
UG

A
R

 C
R

E
E

K
 M

A
R

A
IS

 D
E

S
 C

Y
G

N
E

S
 R

IV
E

R
 

MUDDY CREEK 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (\(28 April 2011\) - Use for creating PDFs in Distiller \(7,8,9,10\) for the RRD Pontiac Digital Solution Center.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


