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Publications: newsletters or scientific bulletins? Stanley
Dyrkacz (Chicago Herpetological Society)

Conservation and education programs for regional societies.
Tom R. Johnson (St. Louis Herpetological Society and SSAR)

How to increase income. Marge Perry ?Kansas Herpetological
Society)

Conservation and Care of Captive Animals

Topics: Live collecting and impact on critical habitats. Michael
Williamson (New Mexico Herpetological Society)
Promotion of conservation for herp fanciers. Jeffrey H.
Black (Oklahoma Herpetological Society)
Problems in maintenance of captive herps. James L. Glenn
(Utah Herpetologists' League)

Cooperation Among Regional Societies

Topics: Exchange of information (publications, field data). Malvin

L. Skaroff (Philadelphia Herpetological Society and Eastern
Seaboard Herpetological League)

Cooperation for purposes of public education. Ray Ashton
(Florida Herpetological Society)

Establishment of national league of regional societies or
a national clearinghouse. Herbert S. Harris (Maryland
Herpetological Society)

Cooperation Between Regional Societies and the SSAR

Topic: Benefits, present and potential, through societal cooperation.
James B. Murphy (SSAR)

At an informal discussion period after the planned program, all persons
present agreed that this conference had been extremely interesting and
beneficial and it was decided that the 2nd annual conference should be held
next year in conjunction with the SSAR meeting to be held in Tempe,
Arizona. There was much discussion about present societies organizing at
a national or regional level but the participants at this meeting rejected
this idea. There was also discussion about publishing all articles in a
national bulletin rather than in the local bulletins or newsletters. It
was felt that local newsletters were the best medium to publish local writers.
During the discussion on the idea of having a national clearinghouse which
would make articles more readily available, it was noted that the Smithsonian
Institution keeps all regional society publications.
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KHS members participating in this event felt that the experience
was rewarding and that KHS should benefit from this conference. We now
need to plan for the 2nd conference and decide how KHS should stand on
various issues. :

---MARJORIE PERRY

FIRST STRECKER'S CHORUS FROGS COLLECTED IN KANSAS

On 30 April 1977, Peter Gray, Ed Byrne, Dave Grow, and myself
collected four Strecker's chorus frogs, Pseudacris s. streckeri, near
Anthony in Harper County, Kansas. Anthony is twelve miles north of the
Oklahoma state line. This represents the first record of this species from
Kansas, although they have been collected in several Oklahoma counties which
adjoin the southern Kansas border.

The collecting site was a small pond ca. 500 feet northeast of Bluff
Creek, southwest of Anthony. The pond is just a short distance from the
city power plant which consists of several large generators and numerous
houses. In fact, there are houses within 300 feet of the pond and the
generators create quite a bit of noise at this site.

There's a rather interesting story as to how the discovery of
P. streckeri in Kansas came about. On 23 April my wife and I were out
Tooking for herps west of Anthony. It was a cool night, too cold for snakes,
so we were concentrating on frogs and toads. After driving the roads for
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an hour or so, and stopping to listen at all likely-looking creeks and
ponds without any Tuck, we decided to head back to Anthony. On an impulse,
I decided to stop one last place to listen--that being the bridge over
Bluff Creek due west of town. To our surprise we heard Bufo's calling
but decided to first try the bridge two miles south of there as it would
offer more privacy and I knew the area better. We heard Bufos calling
here also, so we got out to explore the area. At first we heard only
Bufos and cricket frogs and the descending whinney of a screech owl some-
where upstream. Then, as we walked downstream a way, we heard a strange
bell-1ike call in the distance. I didn't know what it was but thought

it was something different so I recorded it. We tried locating them but
every time we would advance upon them they would stop calling. Because
of this and because the night air was growing increasingly cold, we
reluctantly decided to give up the chase and come back on a better night.

Later in Wichita, at the herpetarium, I was playing the tape for herp
keeper Ed Byrne and he immediately said he thought they were spring peepers,
Hyla crucifer. Ed is from Burlington, Iowa where peepers are common. Of
course we were wondering how they managed to get so far from their normal
range and habitat, extreme eastern Kansas being the closet. After talking
it over with herpetarium supervisor, Dave Grow, and Tooking up the ranges
and calls of various species we decided they had to be P. streckeri. We
arrived at that conclusion because P. streckeri has a call very similar to
H. crucifer and its range comes close to the Kansas border in south central
Kansas. The ornate chorus frog, Pseudacris ornata, also has a similar call
but its range is far removed from Kansas.

On the next convenient night, exactly one week from when I first located
them, we all (including herp keeper Peter Gray) ventured forth to Anthony
for a try at a new herp for Kansas. We would have gone sooner but were
hampered by heavy rains.

We arrived at the bridge over Bluff Creek at 10:00 pm and could hear
our quarry calling faintly in the background along with several other species.
After a walk of about three-fourths of a mile we discovered we were on the
wrong side of the creek and had to cross a rather long railroad bridge as the
creek was too deep to forge on foot without getting soaked. When we finally
located the pond we also discovered a road within a few hundred feet of it
that we could have taken. The reason we didn't was that the week before
the frog had been calling further upstream so I naturally thought the bridge
would be the most accessible place to locate them. Eric Rundquist, who
visited the collecting site about 2 weeks later, said he also heard them
calling from another location but they were also calling at the pond.

None of the P. streckeri that we found that night were directly in the
water. Some were calling from low grassy damp areas, but most were higher up
on the bank. Also calling at the pond were: Rocky Mountain toads, Bufo w.
woodhousei; cricket frogs, Acris crepitans blanchardi; and leopard frogs,
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Rana pipiens (complex), Great Plains toads, Bufo cognatus, were heard
calling elsewhere, but not at the pond.

Two of the frogs are in the Kansas University collection (KU 174370
and 174371) and the other two were exhibited at the live herp display, put
together by the KHS, at the SSAR-HL conference in Lawrence during early
August. _

---EDDIE STEGALL - Animal Keeper, Sedgwick County Zoo, Wichita, Kansas.

A PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK HERPETOFAUNA.

The Park Service has published a wealth of popular information concerning
endemic vertebrates in national parks throughout the United States. Due in
part, perhaps, toits relatively sparse herpetofauna, a 1ist of their
amphibians and reptiles of Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP), has not been
available. During the summer of 1977 the RMNP received countless visitors;
no wilderness has ever been visited by so many people during such a brief
period. Such a widely used natural area, designed for so many diverse
recreational and research purposes, should have an available checklist of
amphibians and reptiles. Having collected in the RMNP during summers since
1965, I have prepared this report based on my field notes, as well as the
sparse pertinent literature.

It is interesting to note that although four amphibians and one reptile
known to occur in the RMNP are reported here, a comparison of the herpetofauna
nearby at the base of the east slope in Boulder, Colorado, shows a herpetofauna
of eight amphibians and twenty-one reptiles (Maslin, 1964). Likewise, a compar-
ison of most of Colorado where the habitats are much more diverse than those of
Colorado where the habitats are much more diverse than those of the mountainous
RMNP, yields a conservative estimate of amphibian and reptile species at fourteen
and forty-two, respectively (Maslin, 1959). '
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Identity of species collected was facilitated by use of Stebbins
(1954, 1966). For further literature on the RMNP herpetofauna refer to
the bibliography. It should be kept in mind that the markedly depauperate
herpetofauna of the RMNP is fine example of how the Rocky Mountains are an
effective filter to amphibians and reptiles. Only those species that can
extend their ranges into the high elevations are able to inhabit both sides
of the continental divide. Because so few species can survive the seasonal
extremes, their ranges are either restricted, disjunct, or connected via the
southern, less montane, corridor.

The following is a preliminary Tist on the RMNP herpetofauna, with brief
natural history notes.

Ambystoma tigrinum Tiger Salamander

I am familiar with one lake on the east side containing a neotenic pop-
ulation of this species. To my knowledge, this is the only population of
this kind in the Park, though it is widespread in scattered regions of the
Rockies, e.g. Gothic, Colorado, above 3,050 meters, Stebbins (1954) says it
ranges in elevation "to over 3,350 meters in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado."

Bufo boreas Western Toad

This species is widespread throughout the park, and breeds in a great
variety of aquatic situations. I have taken breeding specimens at elevations
as high as 3,350 meters.

Pseudacris triseriata Chorus Frog

This species breeds in marshy habitats in the prairies as well as ponds
above 3,350 meters. The subspecies found in the mountains is the boreal
chorus frog, Pseudacris triseriata maculata.

Rana pipiens Leopard Frog

This species is part of a larger comp]ex of frogs which range throughout
most of the United States. In the RMNP it is found in wet habitats with
Pseudacris triseriata, but does not appear to range into as many isolated,
extremely high ponds as does the chorus frog.

Thamnophis elegans varans Wandering Garter Snake

This species is extremely widespread in distribution in the RMNP, ranging
to an elevation exceeding 3,050 meters. It is most common around damp
habitats, but will wander great distances from water.

I thank Lawrence Garber and Jane Sampson who provided valuable assistance
in the field, and Janice Perry and Joseph Collins who carefully critized the
final manuscript.
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Facsimile reprint #2 by the Kansas Herpetological Society.
Reprinted from the Transactions of the Kansas Academy of
Science, volume 10, pp. 85-86. 1886.

NOTE ON A NEW VARIETY OF A SONORAN SERPENT FROM KANSAS.
BY F. W. CRAGIN, &C.B.

The specimen which serves as the basis of the following remarks is one of Rhino-'
chilus Lecontei, B. & G., which was brought living to the writer in the summer of
1883, in Barber county, Kansas. It was taken by Master Chancy Smith, in a garden
in the town of Medicine Lodge. 1t essentially agrees with the generic descriptions
given by Baird and Girard, and Garman. The large rostral plate, while *not prom-
inent above™ as compared with that of Heterodon, is nevertheless seen to have a
slight absolufe elevation, when viewed tangentially to the upper surface of the muz-
zle; it is also somewhat prominent at the sides, and is well produced anteriorly.
While much less sharply comprested and pointed than in Helerodon, its peculiar and
on the whole prominent development seems {0 indicate a burrowing habit. It de-
parts noticeably from descriptions of R. Lecontei in the relation of the upper labizls
to the orbit—a fact to which Prof. Lope called my attention Lefore I had studied
the specimen. The upper labials are, as usual, eight in number —the seventh largest
—but the fifth alone enters the orbit, nor does the fourth very closely approach it,
being crowded out by the upper part of the fifth, which is laterally much produced.
There are niue lower labials, the fifth largest. The ventral scutell= are 206; the sub-
caudal 54, of which the firdt 45, the 47th, and the 49ih, are entire, the others bifid.

Baird and Girard's descripfion of this species says, “Prefrontals large compared
to the post-frontals.” It would certainly seem that this must be a mistake. In any
event, the Kansas specimen is like most other serpents in having the post-frontals
emphatically large as compared with the prefrontals. The loral piate is long and
narrow. The orbitals and the number of rows of dorsal scales are as in other de-
scribed specimens of this species.

The number of transverse-dorsal black bands considerably exceeds that hitherto
seen in this species, being forty-five —the thirty-third opposite the anus. The rnout
and the dorsal rurface between the black bands are bright red, the lateral flecks in
those bands bright yellow. The ventral surface of the body is rather sparsely marked
with more or less subguadrate black spots of various sizes.

The tail is relatively somewhat longer than ir indicated by anthors for R. Lecontei,
being ¢ (or nearly } instead of nearly }{ ) of the total length.

This red and jet and golden reptile is, in life, one of the most beautiful serpents
of North America. It mightwell be called the Belle Snake, in allusion to the elegance
of its appointments. It is one of those brilliant faunal features 50 common in sub-
tropical lands, and of which we see just the beginnings on the southern border of
“sunny Kansas.” The locality at which the specimen was found is not far from the
irothermal line of 60° which pasres thence northwestward to the vicinity of Fort
Whallace. The species, known only from the southwestern portion of its range
(sonthern California ) when first described, and later found at various localities to
the routheast, east, and northeast, is here recorded from s locality which must rep-
resent nearly its extreme northeastern limit.

Previous to reeing this specimen, s enake which could bardly have been of other
than this epecies was described to me as occurring a few miles west of Medicine Lodge.
The species doubtiess belongs also to the fauna of southern Colorado.

As this form is likely to prove but a variety of R. Leconlei, I will not venture to
assign it a name, but will merely suggest that if it should at length appear thatiis

distinctive characters are stable, it should be named after Prof. Cope, who is its true
ecientific discoverer.
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CURRENT LITERATURE

This current literature section has been compile by J. T. Collins,
and contains titles of books and articles on amphibians and reptiles of
possible interest to KHS members. Generally, titles listed here are those
written by KHS members, those which contain direct reference to Kansas
herpetofauna, or those of significance regarding North American amphibians
and reptiles.
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1977. OBservations on breeding migrations of Ambystoma texanum.
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---The Kansas Herpetological Society Newsletter is issued every other month

by the Kansas Herpetological Society. AIl interested persons are invited to
become members. Membership dues per calendar year are $3.00 (Regular) or $15.00
(Contributing) payable to: Margorie Perry, Secretary-Treasurer, 812 Murrow

Court, Lawrence, Kansas 66044. A1l manuscripts and notes should be sent to the
Editor. EDITOR: Janice Perry, Museum of Natural History, University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas 66045. ASSOCIATE EDITORS: David Grow, Sedgwick County Zoo, 5555
Zoo Boulevard, Wichita, Kansas 67212 and Rose Etta Kurtz, Museum of Natural
History, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 66045.
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