
























State of Kansas 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 

Environmental Benefit Statement for K.A.R. 115-15-1 and 115-15-2 
 

These regulation changes are part of a required (K.S.A. 32-960) periodic review of 
Kansas’s lists of Threatened and Endangered species (KAR 115-15-1), and Species in Need of 
Conservation (KAR 115-15-2). Wildlife populations and data pertaining to those populations 
change over time. Reviewing and responding to updated information on imperiled or previously 
imperiled wildlife allows Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks to focus efforts on species and 
habitat that require the most protection to prevent population declines or extirpation of native 
fauna. Recent data has been presented that indicate Broad-headed Skink, Northern Map Turtle, 
and Shoal Chub no longer require listing as Threatened species. This proposed regulation change 
would downlist Broad-headed Skink, Northern Map Turtle, and Shoal Chub from the Threatened 
list (K.A.R. 115-15-1) to the Species in Need of Conservation list (K.A.R. 115-15-2). Although 
the three species will continue to be protected from direct take, they will no longer receive 
protection of critical habitat, meaning impacts to their habitat from development projects will no 
longer be regulated. However, recent data suggests the species are more broadly distributed and/or 
use a wider range of habitats than previously understood, so significant impacts to populations of 
Broad-headed Skink, Northern Map Turtle, and Shoal Chub are not anticipated. No specific 
contaminants are controlled by these regulations and no public health risks are anticipated. 

 
 




