HISTORIC LAKE SCOTT

Historic Lake Scott State Park is located west of
Highway 83 between Oakley and Scott City on K-95.
Hidden within a western Kansas prairie, the park is a
startling oasis of natural springs, deep wooded
canyons, and craggy bluffs. A 100-acre lake, created
by a dam constructed in 1930, is nestled among the
picturesque hills. Groves of hackberry, ash, elm, wil-
low, walnut, and cedar trees complement its banks,
and several majestic cottonwoods as old as the lake
also accent the area.

Rich in history and scenic splendor, Historic Lake
Scott State Park and Wildlife Area provides a perfect
recreational setting for boating, swimming, camping,
hiking, hunting, fishing, and wildlife observation.

Steele Homestead Museum

Herbert Steele first came to Scott County in 1888
and found the present state park area to be an ideal
location for homesteading. He married Eliza Landon
five years later. Their first home was a simple
dugout, which they later updated to a four-room
house using sandstone gathered from the surround-
ing bluffs. The Steele home has been preserved
much as it was over a hundred years ago and serves
as a museum displaying the furnishings and tools
used by the early settlers.

The Steele’s farm was the setting for many outings
due to the unique canyons and the superb fishing
and hunting.

The Steele’s wanted their homestead to become a
public park and recreation area. This dream became
reality in 1928 when the Kansas Forestry, Fish and
Game Commission acquired the 1,280-acres, which
is now the park, including the 640 acres of the Steele
homestead.

El Cuartelejo Indian Pueblo

Nearly two centuries before the Steeles home-
steaded the area, a group of Taos Indians fleeing
Spanish rule migrated to the park region. In 1664
they constructed pueblos and cultivated crops using
a system of irrigation ditches from a nearby spring.
From the pueblos came the name El Cuartelejo,
meaning "old barracks or building." It is the northern-
most pueblo in the United States. They lived here for
20 years and then returned to their homes in the
south.

El Cuartelejo was later reoccupied in 1701 when a
group of Picurie Indians settled there for about two
years.

The last known reference to the El Cuartelejo site
was 1727, after which it was abandoned and left to
the ravages of weather and erosion. It disappeared,
leaving no scar on the Kansas plains except a slight
mound and some irrigation ditches, which were later
used by Herbert Steele for his large truck garden
enterprise.

In the mid-1890s, the pueblo ruins were discov-
ered by Steele and excavated by H.T. Martin and
Prof. S.W. Williston from the University of Kansas.
The El Cuartelejo Ruins achieved National Historical
Landmark Status in 1964. In 1970, the Kansas
Historical Society carried out an extensive program
of excavation and restoration of the area. The pres-
ent site allows the visitor to see the pueblo site with
its foundation reconstructed.

The Battle of Punished Woman’s Fork

In 1878, Chief Dull Knife and Little Wolf of the
Northern Cheyenne escaped from the reservation
near Fort Reno, Oklahoma. Their escape took them
through western Kansas and on September 27, the
men, women, and children of the Cheyenne Nation
made a stand on the bluffs of Beaver Creek, just
south of Historic Lake Scott State Park. This
encounter with the U.S. Calvary was the last Indian
battle in Kansas. During the battle the women and
children hid inside a den, which is still visable today.
Colonel William H. Lewis was wounded during the
fighting and died enroute to Fort Wallace, making
him the last white casualty of the Indian Wars in
Kansas.
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The Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) does not
discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion,
national origin, sex (gender), sexual orientation, age, disability,
genetic information, or protected veteran's status, in
employment, access to programs, or other KDWP benefits or
services. If you believe you have been discriminated against in
any employment, access to programs, or other KDWP benefit or
service, please submit a complaint to: Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks Office of the Secretary,1020 S Kansas Ave.
Topeka, KS 66612-1327 (785) 296-2281. 05/23

Historic Lake Scott SP & WA
101 W Scott Lake Dr.
Scott City, KS 67871

PN Park Office
(620) 872-2061

Department of
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(785) 628-8614

KDWP.ScottSP @ks.gov
www.ksoutdoors.gov
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"Wied 91elS 1093 9yeT OUOlSIH 1B padlojud
ale suone|nbal spue| olgnd pue syled ‘pue| ayeaud Aglesu eyl uo juny o} padinbal
s uoissiwiad JaumopueT yJed ay) JO 1Som BaJe ajI|p|IM 8y} U0 pamojje sI Bununy aignd

‘|led} 8y3 uo urewsal 0} palinbal ase sasioH siajiel] Buipeojun 1oy
uoneoo| pareubisep ays si 1sod Buiyouy pue Ayjioe) Buusyem e yum eale dweo asioy y
“yred ay} Jo 8pIs yuou 8y} Jo siNig 8yl ybnoiy) sesiaAel} 8sInod Jjob osIp 9|0y aulu
"yred ay} ul punoj ale ‘JIeAeaq pue ‘1eoqoq ‘Iesp ‘Aexiny pjim se yons
‘splig pue sjewiue jo sanads Aue|y "1eugeY [einjeu SH Ul 8jIp|IM 8AI8sqo 0} Ajunuoddo
JU9||80xe ue apinoid S|ieJ} 9S8yl ‘SiSlieinjeu pue ‘SI9YI] UIBlUNOW ‘SIBpl YoBgasioy
‘si9yly 81epowodde 0} paubisep uaaq aAey S|iel] ainjeN
"SIOYISIA 0} Ajjeuoseas o|ge|leAe OS|e ale s|ejual Jeoge|pped pue aoue)
‘Buip|ing suoIssaou09 8y} Jeau papiroid aie ease punolbAe|d pue yoeaq BulLWIMS Y
"Wied ay} 1e pajedo| Os[e aJe S}9|I0} JNeA [eJaAds pue Buip|ing Jemoys [euonippe ue ‘sajisdwed

li<é@®

uepsanb3 peayjres/jrest
oyig peayjiesl/jell
9)IH peayjielp/jiei]
annwid buidwe)
panoadwy Buidwe)

uJapoyy uiged

anmwid G/ "seus Aunn ay) Jesu pajenyis aie sBulpiing Jamoys UJSpoW OM| “Jomas YliM = dnouy sayays
awos Buipnjoul ‘sdnyooy Jajem pue adinies dwe 0G yum sausdwed Aynn g9 sey yied ay
‘Aieuaos Buisudins = RUS
Aolua eale ay) UsIA oym sisjonel] ‘uswiaysl yum Jeindod A1aa aq 01 Sanuiuoo pue Jeak e AoV puno.bAeld
sIo)ISIA abeIoAR 000‘G8| INOge JO abeioAR Ue SSWOJJOM ied d1elS 1100 ayeT OLOoISIH 5
SuOoISSa2U0)
Aepo] jJied aireis ayl
— | J91sdwing
D T ealy Bulwwims
so|iw p| AND noos 3109 9s1q
S €8 AmH oL @
| 1s1dpooa
@ == sdwey jeog
@ uonels dwnq Jajiesy
puod 1noJy
3 sbuudg jaueg m 139|101 }neA
(0] 19]101 /19MOYS
[$] suonels Aed
Baly 21udl
<.w. 2 @ J91U9) uonewIoU|
llel] ainjeN
sbunds big [d eaay Bunpied
E J3jua) 1991unjop/doys
® 90140 Mied
@ aoueJjulg yied
ain)se
o_mw,,:m_ = speoy panosdwiun
| = = = = Speoy [9AelDH
¥ dwe) —— speoy paned
> 1noog Aog -
L, = 10|d poo4
Jaua)
Jaayunjop/doys _H_ 9aA9| J0 weq
’
! ﬁ/ wnasn _H_ ealy ajIpPIIM
: QWOH 9J931S
)
1 ojgqand I ealy Buidwe)
Tofojerend |3 juswnuopy
——
\
\ punoibdwe)
ayoedy
solw ve Aopieo 1/ N PUn D eueD
N €8 AmH oL < el (oiqenene soninn)
6 \ / punoibdwe)
\ aALIQ 9]241D 7
apisaye] dwe) 3 L/
ealy dwe)d B i
U24NYQ Isipouisi uohuep Buipeojun asioH [d]
/fe1yL esioH

punoibdwe)
uoAue) Jaqui]

(a1geprene saninn)
punoibdwe)
M3IA ayeT

spunoJbdwe)
apisayen

V3V 34I1AT1IM B8 MHVd 31V1S

11090S ANV IIdO1SIH




