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(9) EXCELLENT WILDLIFEA
HABITAT:

it. Chemical diiftisnt aserious problem ither . The

jrm-Secs0n grasses most useful for contour
grass strps especially switchgrass, can toleratea
of

Contour
increase escape cover and the amount of habital
“edge” tremendously. This edge will improve the
quality of wildife habitat substantially, particularly
for edgeloving Species such as pheasants and quall
Grass strips will be particularly vauable for wildlife.
if switchrass s the dominart grass species and if
forbs and legumes are included in the seeding mix -
ture, since these help provide critical brood habitet
and enhance stand vigor.

(10) EASY TO FARM A

1t youre aready farming along the contour, adding
contour grass trps, either on terraces or on their
‘ou, should and no more dificulty to your opera-
tions. Actually, grassing terrace ridges can meke your
ming easier Since widih of the grass trp can be
varied (o minimize point fows. You can also avoid the.
difficulty of maneuvering large implemens on the
terraces. Haveyou ever ha the problem of keepi
‘oneend of your combine header out of the dirt while
uting terrace ridges? Grass your terraces and forget

fine. Of
urse, you donft want o spray grass strps directly,
but alittle rift onto them isn' a serious concern.

CONTOUR
GRASS STRIPS
Bwheat lRow Crop
[Jrallow WGrass Strips

adval
ontifnuous Signup of CRP. by
installing a few acres of Contour
Grass Strips on several terrace
ridgesin
f:

ly increase yourpr of -
etime. Conser-vation

enhanced by alternating crops
between contourgrassstripsusing
Yourpreferred-trop rotation.

(Fyou far mlevel land take advan-
tage of similarbenefits provided
by the sister practice called Cross
Wind Trap Strips alsoavailableas
part of the Continuous Signup.
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A'velatively new feature of t
Conservation _Reserve...-Progr
(CRP) isthe * Continuous Sig
offered:through your local USDA
Service Center:Oneof the best prac
ticesfor. western Kansas available
throtgh the Continuous Signup'is
theiContour* Grass Strip. - Thes
grass-and-legume, Strips - can
installed on existing ter race ridges or
along the contourson unterraced
land, creating a series ofval dable
ater, and wildlife
for ciop pr
duction. Hereare0important w
thede 20 10,50 foot grass strips can
ver atio
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(1) EROSION CONTROL: A

Earth terraces do lttle 0 stop wind erosion. When
siff-stemmed, tall grasses like switchgrass and ltlle
these

(3) CROP SHELTERING A

Persistent winds on the Greal Flains ot only
increase evaporation from the soil surface but cause:
rops to lose excessive moisture thiough thelr leaves.
By stowing thewind at ground level, grassed terraces
an reduce this moisture loss, dlowin

Thisgives young plant grester opportuniy
deeper roots 0 they can tap additional water. By
grassing errace ridges, you can also reduce mechani -

Bare Terrace

Grassed Terrace

particles or thewind itslf. Crop sheltering
0w cathment, and erosion control benefits
are greatest where the orientation of the strip
s nearly perpendicular o prevailing winds.

.(4) BENEFICIAL
ARTHROPODS:

ies have shown tha any benefi-

i insects and olher precatory arthro-

ent cover, especiaily

grasses, o survive the wirter, By grass-

ing your terrace ridges, you can provide:
ticular

rassed strips form bariers tha prevent the wind
from stealing precious topsoil. Their sod-forming
roots also strengthen the terrace, protecting it from
being washed out during heay downpours.

(2) KEEPING SNOW ON THE‘

Becase grassed terraces reduce the wind at ground

High wind easily biows
even o fields where moderate crop residue s,

sent. Grassed terraces will capture this snow, reduc-
ing difting on roads and into livestock corrals and

bestles, spiders, and parasitic wasps czn

beneficial species are important in controling
pestslike greenbugs and Russian whest aphics and
are crucial for integrated pest management

Grassed Terrace
Snow Catchment

(5) NO MORE REBUILDING TE}

e sod-forming roots o tl grasses will bin the ter-
raceridge tightly and, for ll practical purposes, ensure.
that it will not evode away.

(6) TERRACE RIDGESE%S
PRODUCE THE B!

‘Since terrace ridges are more exposed to the wind
and rainstend 1o iun Off them, crops planter on ter -
race rdges in western Kansas often yield less then
afacent parts of thefield. Thisis especially evident
i years with below average precipitaion. This mekes.
theterrace ridge an ideal siteto take out of crop pro-

luction since farming them may be less profitable.

(7) INCREASED VIELDSJA
MAINTAINED PROF
Ressirch hasshown that th above beneits expe-
cially snow catchment and crop sheltering, can mod -
ety increzseyields n djacentcrops. Thisyeld
inctessacan compensate ot th act tha Sighly less
acreage is being farmed. When you consider all the
enhancementsor saingsulined above, acommit-
ment to conservation represented by grassed contour
‘strips may cost little or nothing and gain alot for your
faming operaton.

(8) AUTOMATIC CRP ELI Y/
GUARANTEED INC

“The consexvation beneits provided by grassed con-
tour strips re 5o outstanding, with o itte reduction
in actua farmed 1and, that the USDAwill automi-
cally acoept suitablelands for this practice nto CRP
through the Continuous Signup, regardless of soil
type. Unlike regular CRP, there is no specific signup
period and no bidding process. Whenever youire
reaty, acreage you offer for conlour grass sirips:
be accepted a prevaling rental rates established for
your area and soi type. Since cropping profits will
likely be meintained, CRPrental payments shold net

‘and trapping wind-bome soil particles, agrassed ter-

ur oper youll miss
without grass contour stips. These sfips may also be

over time.

o
Sinceyouenot out there rebulding terraces, you save.
fue and

with
‘approval from your local FSACounty Committee and
reduction for




