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The 248-acre Atchison State 
Fishing Lake and Wildlife 
Area is 3 1/2miles north and 

2 miles west  of Atchison. The lake 
and adjoining wildlife area are part 
of the Missouri River Breaks 
region of northeast Kansas. The 
area is dominated by oak-hickory 

forested hills and native grass. 

   

The lake was constructed in 
1956, stocked with fish in 1957, 
and first opened to fishing in 1959. 
The lake covers 66 acres and has 
extensive shallow water in the 
west end and deep water toward 
the dam, with a maximum depth of 

approximately 30 feet. 

   

There are 182 acres of land 
adjoining the lake. Of this, approx-
imately 136 acres, plus the lake 
itself, are open to hunting. The 
east side of the lake is closed to 
hunting. 

   Camping and picnicking are allowed in designated 
areas. Vehicle traffic may not be allowed in some areas. 
Selective mowing provides a good balance between 
wildlife habitat and recreational needs. Drinking water 

is available at the southeast entrance of the lake. Picnic 
tables and some grills are provided, as well as three pit 
toilets. Camping is limited to no more than 7-day stays.

The lake was renovated and opened to fishing in the 
spring of 1994. Common fish caught out of the lake 
include bluegill, largemouth bass, channel catfish, black 
crappie, and redear sunfish with flathead catfish and 
walleye producing some good fish stories. Extensive 
habitat in the lake provides plenty of angling opportu-
nities. Largemouth bass and crappie can be found in 
brush piles, bluegill in weed edges and monster size 
channel catfish can be found. Supplemental stockings 
of channel catfish, walleye, and redear sunfish are used 

to maintain the lakes high predator base to enhance 
angling opportunities. 
   A good boat ramp and parking lot are located on the 
southeast corner of the lake next to the restroom. 
Boating is allowed on the lake for fishing only. 

C A M P I N G  A N D  P I C N I C K I N G

T H I N G S  TO  R E M E M B E R

F I S H I N G

   Be sure to read information signs. During late fall 
and winter, some roads are closed. (See map) Please be 
conscious of other users while hunting. 
   Vehicles are premitted on maintained roads only. 
   Primitive camping is permitted; please take your 
trash with you. 
   Special length and creel limits may be in effect for 
some fish species. Check the Kansas Fishing 
Regulations Summary and all posted notices before 
fishing. 
   Consult area information signs for additional rules 
and regulations on the area.
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   The wildlife area at Atchison State Fishing Lake has 
about 136 land-acres open to hunting. The open area 
runs west of a line from the gate (northwest of the 
south shop) to the outlet and follows the creek behind 
the dam. The area has approximately 46 acres of grass 
and 90 acres of timber, offering excellent opportunities 
to observe a variety of wildlife and plant species. Three 
one-acre food plots are also maintained to provide win-

ter wildlife food. The hunting area offers deer, upland 
game, waterfowl, rabbits, and squirrels. 
   The hunting area is also open to furbearer hunting 
and trapping. Furbearers found in the area are primari-
ly beaver, muskrat, and raccoon, although opportuni-
ties exist for skunk, opossum, mink, fox, bobcat, and 
weasel.

W I L D L I F E

Atchison SFL 
300 SW Wanamaker Rd. 

Topeka, KS 66606  
Area Office 

(913) 367-7811  
Regional Office 
(785) 273-6740  

www.ksoutdoors.com
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Equal opportunity to benefit from programs described herein is 
available to all persons without regard to race, color, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, age, military or veteran status, disability 
status, marital or family status, genetic information or political 
affiliation. Concerns of discrimination should be sent to KDWP,  
1020 S Kansas Ave., Topeka, KS 66612.                                   11/24 
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