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M
arvin Schw

illing w
as a long tim

e em
ployee

of the K
ansas w

ildlife agency. Starting w
ork in

K
ansas in 1951, M

arvin w
orked in several capac-

ities as a research biologist, an area m
anager, and

finally as the E
ndangered Species Specialist in

the nongam
e program

 of the K
ansas D

epartm
ent

of W
ildlife and Parks. Involved in m

any organi-
zations, 

m
ost 

prom
inently 

the 
K

ansas
O

rnithological Society, M
arvin gained universal

respect and adm
iration for his w

ork and for his
cooperative attitude. Som

e of his m
ost passionate

w
ork w

as related to helping to establish E
astern

B
luebird nesting boxes and trails throughout the

state. H
e retired from

 the state in 1990 and con-
tinued w

ork w
ith birds, butterflies and m

oths
until his abilities w

ere lessened by a debilitating
stroke. M

arvin Schw
illing passed in 2008 and the

m
em

orial fund created in his honor continues
through this program

 to prom
ote bluebird recov-

ery in K
ansas.

M
arvin S

chwilling
M

emorial Bluebird Program
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8"

8"

2 1/4"

1 3/8
"

1/4" holes
1/4" holes

Lum
ber:

O
ne 1" x 6

" x 4'

11"
8

"
  8

"
8

"
8

"
4"

8"

5 1/2"

5 1/2"

5 1/2"
5 1/2"

5 1/2"

Back
Side

Side
Front

Top
Floor W

aste

Two pivot nails allow side
to swing out for cleaning. 
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 to close side.
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T
he E

astern B
luebird, w

ith its brilliant blue
and rust colors and m

elodic song, is a bird appre-
ciated and enjoyed by all w

ho get the chance to see
or hear it. U

nfortunately, m
any people, especially

younger folks, have never seen a bluebird in the
w

ild. O
nce abundant in K

ansas, the num
ber of

these cavity nesting birds has declined dram
atical-

ly since the m
iddle part of the last century. T

his
decline has resulted from

 a loss of natural nesting
holes, increased pesticide use, and com

petition
w

ith the introduced H
ouse S

parrow
 and E

uropean
S

tarling for nesting cavities. B
ut, thanks to nest

box placem
ent efforts by m

any citizens and organ-
izations, E

astern B
luebirds are on a com

eback.

E
astern B

luebirds begin arriving in K
ansas by

early M
arch. W

hile som
e over-w

inter in the state,
this species is one of the earlier to return from

 the
southern U

S to initiate breeding. T
he m

ale bluebird,
w

hich is the m
ost colorful of the pair, entices a

fem
ale to a natural cavity or nest box. T

hey look for
open country w

ith sparse trees or shrubs.  
T

he fem
ale w

ill have from
 4-7 light blue to w

hite
eggs after building a grass-lined cup nest in the bot-
tom

 of the nest box. She alone incubates the clutch.
H

atching occurs in tw
o w

eeks or a little longer.
Fem

ale bluebirds are very tolerant of having the nest
box opened for inspection and som

etim
es w

ill stay
on eggs during the disturbance. (H

ow
ever, boxes

should not be disturbed if there is the possibility of
young fledging w

ithin a couple of days.) H
atchlings

are brooded for several days and fed by both sexes.
A

fter about 2 ½
 w

eeks, the young fledge.  

N
est boxes should be placed about 3-4 feet

from
 the ground, facing any direction. It is not nec-

essary to rem
ove old bluebird nests unless they are

very 
untidy. 

W
ren 

nests 
com

posed 
of 

tightly
packed tw

igs should be rem
oved and discouraged

from
 using bluebird boxes since the m

ale H
ouse

W
ren w

ill build several nests and since w
rens can

be quite territorial and com
petitive. B

luebirds m
ay

have up to three clutches per year and w
ill re-nest

as w
ell from

 earlier failed attem
pts.  

T
he bluebird house plan show

n in the accom
-

panying diagram
 is a sim

ple pattern w
hich can be

m
ade 

from
 

a 
1” 

x 
6”

cedar board that is four
feet long. C

edar is the
preferred w

ood because
it w

ill last a long tim
e.

T
he house can be left

unpainted 
or 

m
ay 

be
painted a light color that
w

ill 
reflect 

sunlight
w

hich 
reduces 

interior
heat in the sum

m
er.

H
ouse Sparrow

 nests should be rem
oved from

bluebird boxes im
m

ediately. H
ouse W

rens, chick-
adees, 

nuthatches, 
T

ufted 
T

itm
ice, 

and 
T

ree
Sw

allow
s m

ay also use the boxes. If these species
begin to occupy too m

any of the boxes you can add
m

ore houses to the trail or double them
 at each site.

To prevent predators like raccoons, opossum
s, and

house cats from
 clim

bing the nest box poles, put tin
around the pole at the base of the box up to 3 feet.
G

rease can be placed on m
etal poles to prevent

predators and ants from
 clim

bing. E
ntry holes can

also 
be 

extended 
w

ith 
w

ire 
m

esh 
or 

w
ooden

colum
ns to reduce predation.

B
y constructing bluebird trails, civic organiza-

tions, youth groups, and individuals can assist in
efforts to help bluebird populations recover. N

est
boxes provide bluebirds
w

ith nesting cavities and
also give people a chance
to 

rem
ove 

the 
nests 

of
undesirable com

petitors.
B

luebird trails consist of
boxes m

ounted on fence
posts 

or 
pipes. 

B
oxes

should not be placed in
heavily 

w
ooded 

areas.
B

oxes should be placed
100 yards or m

ore apart
because 

bluebirds 
are

territorial. B
luebirds are

not 
a 

typical 
backyard

species, and w
ill not usually nest near hom

es or
buildings. A

ny organization m
ay qualify to receive

up 
to 

ten 
B

luebird 
boxes 

through 
the 

M
arvin

Schw
illing M

em
orial B

luebird Program
. T

he coop-
erator is required to place these boxes in appropri-
ate habitat (open country w

ith sparse trees), check
them

 
through 

the 
nesting 

season 
from

 
M

arch
through 

July 
to 

evict 
house 

sparrow
s 

or 
other

unw
anted guests, and to report nesting success w

ith
the form

 on this brochure or on the listed w
ebsite.

C
ontact your district w

ildlife biologist or em
ail the

departm
ent at E

SS@
ksoutdoors.com

W
ith its deep blue head and back and rusty col-

ored chest, the E
astern B

luebird is the m
ost com

-
m

on of the bluebird species. T
he sim

ilar W
estern

B
luebird rarely occurs in the extrem

e Southw
est

corner of K
ansas. T

he nearly all sky blue colored
M

ountain B
luebird is a w

inter resident in K
ansas.
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N
am

e: _____________________________
A

ddress: ____________________________
Telephone: __________________________
E

-m
ail: _____________________________

L
ocation of nest box trail: C

ounty _______

Total num
ber of bluebird nesting boxes

m
onitored this year: _____________

D
ate: _____________

K
A

N
SA

S
B

luebird N
esting R

ecord

E
astern B

luebird
T

ree Sw
allow

H
ouse W

ren
O

ther Species

Species
N

um
ber of

N
esting

A
ttem

pts*

N
um

ber of
Y

oung
F

ledged**

* A
n "attem

pt" is a bird building a nest
and laying at least one egg.

** A
 young bird has "fledged"

if it leaves the nest on its ow
n.

Please use the space above for additional com
m

ents
and to describe any unusual observation. M

ail com
plet-

ed form
 by O

ct. 1 to the address below
 or subm

it online
on the K

D
W

PT
 w

ebsite under "K
ansas B

luebirds" in
the O

ther Services/W
ildlife D

iversity w
eb pages.  
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